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Synopsis

Now, more than ever, people drive the democratic process. What people think of their government
and its leaders, how (or whether) they vote, and what they do or say about a host of political issues
greatly affect the further strengthening or erosion of democracy and democratic ideals. With helpful
restructuring, the new fifth edition of Citizen Politics is even more student-friendly while continuing to
offer the only truly comparative study of political attitudes and behavior in the United States, Great
Britain, France, and Germany. In addition to its comprehensive, thematic examination of political
values, political activity, voting, and public images of government within a cross-national context,
Citizen Politics now explores new forms of political activity, such as Internet-based activism, and
new forms of political consumerism. All of the chapters have been updated with the latest research
and empirical evidence, including new data from the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems
project, the World Values Survey, the International Social Survey Program, and the British and
German national election studies. Further, Dalton devotes more attention to current academic
debates over the decline of participation, the erosion of political support, and the implications for
democracy. New Data Supplement! Give your students a firsthand opportunity to understand the
process of public opinion research. A data supplement from the International Social Survey

Program, along with matching SPSS files, are available online at college.cqpress.com/dalton.
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Customer Reviews

Citizen Politics was an instant classic when first published and has improved with each edition.



Nicely organized and beautifully written, the volume confronts competing political theories with a rich
array of genuinely comparative data, encouraging and enabling students to undertake analyses on
their own. - William Mishler, University of ArizonaCitizen Politics is a masterful achievement, a
seamless uniting of the foundation of behavioral research on voting, political attitudes and party
systems on a comparative basis in explaining political performance in advanced democratic

states.A A -William Crotty, Northeastern University

TABLE OF CONTENTSH. IntroductionA A PART ONE: POLITICS AND THE PUBLIC 2. The Nature
of Mass Beliefs 3. How We Participate4. Who Participates PART TWO: POLITICAL
ORIENTATIONS 5. Values in Change 6. Issues and Ideological Orientations PART THREE: THE
ELECTORAL CONNECTION 7. Elections and Political Parties 8. The Social Bases of Party Support
9. Partisanship and Electoral Behavior 10. Attitudes and Electoral Behavior 11. Political
Representation PART FOUR: DEMOCRACY AND THE FUTURE 12. Citizens and the Democratic

Process

I'm not terribly sure that | share the optimism that is a feature of Russell Dalton’s Citizen Politics that
the average person on the street has a meaningful impact on the political process throughout
Western Europe and the United States, given how politically unaware our society is, but overall its’
very well written and conscience which isn’t something that can be said about many graduate level
textbooks. Many of the chapters are quick reads that are chocked full of information about how vital
citizens are to the development of the political process in industrialized democracies...though at no
point does this information overwhelm the reader like many grad texts that are often more
concerned about how many 50 dollar words they can spread round than presenting meaningful

information and debate. Bravo for the effort, Mr. Dalton.

This is a sold work from Dalton and a must read for any comparative politics scholar. BLUF: citizens
in advanced industrial nations are changing how they participate in politics...he spells out how and

why this is.

This book had potential. Civic engagement is a rapidly growing area of study in political science.
Instead, | found it to be a boring and overly "academic" look at public opinion and mobilization. It is

not an "accessible" book.



The product matched the description advertised, it arrived in 2 days in a nice package with an

invoice attached.100% Excellent Service.

Very thin book with very glossy cover.My having opened and read it was very apparent by the
creases that quickly appeared on such a glossy spine.
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